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With over twenty percent more material, a must for any lover of distinctive words. This entertaining

and informative reference features sophisticated and surprising alternatives to common words

together with no-fail guides to usage. Avoiding traditional thesaurusesâ€™ mundane synonym

choices, Peter E. Meltzer puts each wordâ€•whether itâ€™s protrepic, apostrophize, iracund, or

emulousâ€•in context by using examples from a broad range of contemporary books, periodicals,

and newspapers. His new introduction makes the case for why we should widen our vocabulary and

use the one right word. This groundbreaking thesaurus remains a unique venture, one that enriches

your writing while helping you find the perfect word.
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Back in the day, say 1852, Peter Mark Roget, finding no thesaurus on the shelf, decided to write

one himself, grouping words by related ideas and earning for himself a place in lexicographical

history.Subsequent thesauruses, rivals to Roget, dispensed with the grouping principle and simply

listed words alphabetically. Not all of the synonyms were direct substitutes for the word

synonymized. The assumption was (and is) that we readers know the nuances and simply need our

mind jogged a bit. If we wanted a synonym for "steal" we might come across embezzle -- but we'd

have to know that embezzling is a particular kind of stealing. (You can't embezzle a candy bar from

the grocery store, but you can steal one. But you really shouldn't.)Most of the synonyms in these

word books were also likely as common as the original word -- ho-hum! Frankly, if we are looking for

a sparkling alternative to quotidian diction, the thesaurus is a dinosaurus.Of course, we might well

turn to the many books that alphabetize unusual or obsolete words, but we can't have archaic and



eat it, too, since how would we know that "natterjack" was just the word we wanted for a Western

European toad that runs rather than hops?Enter Philadelphia attorney Peter E. Meltzer who, after a

decade of sedulous work on his avocation, has published "The Thinker's Thesaurus: Sophisticated

Alternatives to Common Words" ($16.95 in paperback from Marion Street Press). Attempting to

write the wrongs of thesauruses past (which he does in a marvelous 50-page introduction), Meltzer

goes on to deliver the goods, thousands of ordinary words coupled with one or more less common

synonyms. But he doesn't stop there.
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